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and memorable experiences they had. Upon returning 
to school, they wrote about these experiences in their 
ELA classes.

From a logistical standpoint, there is nothing simple 
about planning and managing a camping trip with 90 
seventh graders. In terms of curriculum integration, 
however, Jen’s team took a simple approach that allowed 
the teachers to maintain control of the curriculum in 
their respective content areas. By starting simply with 
parallel integration, Jen’s team worked through some 
of the cultural and relational constraints of a separate 
subject curriculum, and they now had a basis for moving 
into more complex and sophisticated approaches to 
curriculum integration. 

Start small
Organizational and structural constraints make 
interdisciplinary planning difficult or impossible for 
many middle school teachers. In departmentalized 
schools, for example, teachers often find themselves 
isolated. Three strategies teachers can employ in a single 
classroom to make their curriculum more integrative are 
read alouds, WebQuests, and critical literacy activities.

Reading aloud to students has long been considered 
an effective way to promote reading in middle grades 
classrooms. However, as more and more teachers explore 

the power of literature across the curriculum, read 
alouds are increasingly being viewed as a way to promote 
student engagement and curriculum integration 
(Albright & Ariail, 2005; Laminack, 2006; Richardson, 
2000; Trelease, 2006). Jen recently observed a seventh 
grade math teacher who uses the book The Greedy 
Triangle (Burns, 1995) to introduce the characteristics of 
polygons and to help students see examples of polygons 
in everyday life. Other texts used for read alouds in 
middle level math classrooms include Joan Bauer’s Sticks 
(1996) and Cindy Neuschwander’s (1997, 1999, 2001, 
2003) Sir Cumference series.

A sixth grade teacher who was one of David and 
Jen’s university students uses read alouds in her science 
class. For example, when she teaches the standard for 
identifying the characteristic structures of invertebrate 
animals (e.g., segmented worms), she reads the book 
Diary of a Worm (Cronin, 2003). Students learn what 
worms eat, what they do for the environment, and how 
they live in a humorous yet informative way. Other read 
alouds aligned with this science standard are Animals 
Like Us (Mills, 2005), Animal Fact/Animal Fable (Seymour, 
1979), and The Insect Class (Zabludoff, 2006). 

A WebQuest is an inquiry-oriented online lesson in 
which students engage primarily with information from 
digital sources (Dodge, 1995). WebQuests have been 
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Figure 1 Curriculum organizing principles—several views from least to most integrated

Source: Reprinted with permission. Erb, T. O. (1997)
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