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an understanding of the forces that impact someone’s 
identity and why such knowledge helps to celebrate 
different perspectives. Students are asked to consider 
who and what defi nes each main character, and how 
they resist such defi nitions. 

This refl ection results in a culminating creative 
nonfi ction or haiku writing piece, whereby students 
write about their identity via prompts such as: Who 
defi nes your identity and how do you challenge 
these defi nitions?  What are the superpowers of your 
identity? Self-refl ective writing allows students to 
explore meaningful connections between themselves 
and the characters in the book. This writing activity 
also deepens students’ awareness of individual, yet 
complimentary, characteristics that should 
be celebrated.

independently complete the graphic organizer in 
fi gure 1. As an extension to the organizer, students 
can include direct quotes from the books that 
support the character comparisons. The teacher then 
facilitates a whole-class discussion about the ways in 
which different aspects affect our personalities (e.g., 
lived experiences, labels, physical appearance, etc.). 

Following this discussion, students in pairs 
identify common themes and supporting quotes from 
Piecing me Together and The Poet X. After identifying 
themes such as the intersections between race and 
gender or how societal and cultural pressures shape 
identity, the teacher leads a dialogue regarding 
the factors that shape individual identities and the 
contributing social inequities. The students refl ect on 
what it means to be socially responsible by gaining 

Figure 1.  Identity Comparisons Between YA Characters and Student


