Letter to encourage members of Congress to cosponsor the Success in the Middle Act:

Dear Member of Congress,

As a [parent, middle grades educator, school leader], and member of National Middle School Association (NMSA), I encourage you to cosponsor the Success in the Middle Act (H.R. 3006/S. 1392), which was recently reintroduced by Rep. Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ) and Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI).

Every day 15 million young adolescents enter school searching for what we know will help them excel in school: challenging and engaging instruction, teachers and principals who are invested in their success and know how to provide supportive learning environments; and intensive interventions to help them meet the high expectations we have for them and they have for themselves. 

S. 1362/HR 3006 is an important step in upgrading and modernizing our nation’s middle schools, so millions of young people will be able to graduate from high school ready for college or career. Research associates the middle years with declines in motivation, self-perception, and academic achievement. In fact, we know that sixth graders who do not attend school regularly, exhibit poor behavior, or fail math or English are very likely to drop out before graduation from high school (Balfanz and Herzog, 2006). If these “early warning signs” go unheeded, students often become discouraged and begin to think of themselves as dropouts long before they actually leave school. 
Specifically, the bill would:

· Authorize $1 billion annually for grants to local school districts to improve low-performing schools that contain middle grades.

· Require states receiving grants to implement a plan that describes what students are required to know and do to successfully complete the middle grades and transition to and succeed in an academically rigorous high school that prepares them for postsecondary education and the workplace
· Require states to develop early warning and intervention systems to identify those students most at-risk of dropping out and intervene appropriately to help them succeed.
· Encourage states and districts to invest in proven strategies, such as:
· Providing professional development and coaching to school leaders, teachers and other school personnel in addressing the needs of diverse learners and in using challenging and relevant research-based best practices and curriculum;

· Developing and implementing comprehensive, school-wide improvement efforts in eligible schools; and 

· Implementing student supports, such as extended learning time and personal academic plans that enable all students to stay on the path to graduation.

· Authorizes an additional $100 million to facilitate the generation, dissemination, and application of research to identify promising practices in middle grades education, as well as review existing research on middle grades education practices.

By cosponsoring the Success in the Middle Act, you can ensure greater academic achievement in high school, lower dropout rates, higher graduation rates, and more students attending college and being prepared for postsecondary success. Please contact Joseph Mais (Grijalva) at joseph.mais@mail.house.gov or Seth Gerson (Reed) at seth_gerson@reed.senate.gov to cosponsor this important legislation.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

