CMLA Has Arrived at the College of Charleston!

Sadie Fox, President

We are very pleased to announce the establishment of the first CMLA in South Carolina here at the College of Charleston.  Starting in the Fall of 2003, a group of students were gathered by Dr. Sara Powell, a professor at the College of Charleston in the Education Department and a true middle level advocate.  With the guidance and support of Dr. Powell, the group became a team destined for success.  The team players, Kaylynn Cathcart, Sadie Fox, Elizabeth Freeman, Lucy Lagrew, Anne Lewis, Brandi McGee, and Gordon Robke became the charter members of CMLA College of Charleston (CofC). They quickly got to work.  

Charged with bringing CMLA to the College of Charleston, the team mapped out a plan including a constitution, by-laws, fundraising, a calendar of events, and becoming an official organization on campus.  Numerous constitutions were examined to determine what would work best for the CofC CMLA, and meeting after meeting, a framework was created.  The details of the constitution were filled in during subsequent meetings, as well as the by-laws.  Elections took place and Sadie emerged as president, Brandi as vice president, Lucy as treasurer, and Elizabeth as secretary.  When the details of Spring 2004 were hammered out, we departed for winter break with new friends as well as a plan to bring CMLA to the rest of the student body.

Refreshed from a break that is never long enough, the charter team regrouped and got ready to go before the Student Government Association (SGA) for approval and to become an official organization.  On the day SGA met, nervous energy was felt by everyone.  However, after Sadie presented, a motion was made to unanimously approve CMLA CofC.  We became official!  Our next step was getting ready for the first event.  We sent emails to the student body and professors in the Education Department, arranged to talk to classes about CMLA CofC and the event, posted flyers, and made big signs to put around campus.  When the day finally arrived, the nervous energy was felt again, but just as before, this team was destined for success.  The event was very successful. An enthusiastic group of students attended and our CMLA membership has now doubled!

Besides the monthly events CMLA CofC has planned, we are furiously preparing for the South Carolina Middle School Association (SCMSA) Conference on March 5-7 in Myrtle Beach, SC, where we will be doing a presentation on how to begin a CMLA so other universities will see how important and fun a group like ours can be. We have a panel of middle school student teachers joining us February 24 and we are hosting 40 middle school students on campus March 29.

Other news and exciting information is happening everyday, but with limited space, and a conference presentation to prepare for, it is time for closure. We are looking forward to meeting everyone in April!

For more information, please contact us at CMLACOFC@yahoo.com.

Rachel, I am not sure which one you want to use.  The first one (Smaller one) is the original size.
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Listed from Left to Right: Brandi McGee, Elizabeth Freeman, Anne Lewis, Lucy Lagrew, Dr. Sara Powell, Gordon Robke, and Sadie Fox

